
	  

	  

May 18, 2015 
Babies & Snakes 

Bear with me. I’m going to try and make this as simple as possible. So simple that 
even Social Services, even Marrianne McMullen who heads the ACF will be able to 
grasp the concept.  

If you take babies out of safe homes and put them in snake pits, the babies will get 
hurt, and many will be killed. If you leave babies in snake pits, the babies will 
continue to be hurt and many will be killed.  

When the snakes finally kill the babies, yes, we all blame the snakes because they 
did the killing, but shouldn’t we also blame those whose job it was to make those 
babies safe, but who placed them with the snakes instead?  

So far, no one in any of the agencies that have ignored the dangers they place or 
leave children in, has ever been held accountable. At worst, they are allowed to 
‘resign’ and move on to yet another high-paying government job, while we all shame 
the snakes that tortured & broke those babies, killed those babies, but those who 
really should be standing next to the shamed snakes, facing public pillorying, as the 
snakes are, never are.  

Not ‘learning from mistakes’ is how we continue to make the same ‘mistakes’.  For 
instance: Children placed with snakes or forced to live with the snakes who were 
abusing them, raping them, etc, end up dying in horrific ways, and the public is 
shocked.  

We assume that something will change. But nothing has changed for 40 years, 
except that more and more children are placed with snakes while those who place 
them there, those who harass people who dutifully report that there are dangers to 
that child, and evidence of that danger, continue to move up the political and social 
ladders as ‘leaders’.  

If the system has not learned that, after over 200 children died from being left with 
snakes in one year, then that system needs to be investigated, top to bottom.  Those 
who continue to enforce the policy of forcing children out of safety and forcing them to 
live with snakes should be held criminally accountable.  

But they aren’t. They never are. And no one will directly challenge them as to what 
they are doing and what their policies are.  

Presently, these agencies have a policy that after several reports of abuse, even 
sexual abuse, drug abuse, violence, and even hospital and doctor’s reports, they 
have the snakes sign a ‘promise’ to not behave like a snake to that child again and 
they immediately close that file, shut that case so that when the child is murdered, 
they can say they had ‘investigated’ but ‘there was nothing they could do’, the snake 
‘must have misled them’…. 



Restless Spirit  
18 May 2015                                                                                Page 2 of 5 
 
 

	  

But most importantly, they don’t have to count that tiny broken, battered, bruised and 
dead body as ‘one who died while in government care’ because they refused to care 
for that child.  

See? But remember: The Snakes are the only ones who get the blame. Only the 
snakes are guilty. If the photos of Agency Heads, including Ms. McMullen’s were 
featured right next to that dead child, and right next to the mug shot shaming of the 
snakes, maybe people would start to connect those dots?  

Comparable 

Recently, a man testifying on behalf of Florida Government’s Emergency Planning 
Agency, in Congress, was made the laughing stock because he twisted himself into 
so many odd, comical shapes trying not to say the phrase: “Climate Change”.  

The reason was because another man just lost his job because he had discussed 
Climate Change. First, he had to be suspended and then was sent for a psychiatric 
evaluation for having dared to use the forbidden words: “Climate Change”. 

Also, in Florida, where the Miami Herald and a TV Reporter are pursuing who is 
responsible for the death of a 3-year old Ahziya Osceola (Miami Herald Report) led 
a reporter to question the Chief Of Police about the case and when asked who is to 
blame for failing the child, the nice Mr. Policeman pointed to the parents, to the 
grandparents and to everyone that lived in that house.  Yeah, the house was full of 
felons, violent felons, drug abusers and of course, the woman who murdered the 
child after 19 months of reports of him being abused.   

Mr. Policeman never said the words: “Broken Child Care System”.  Never mentioned 
that the policies and procedures that require severely abused children to not be 
removed from their abusers, was at fault. 

He even tried to dilute the issue of known at-risk placements with the numbers of 
children that die every day…. From “other” causes: You know: Car accidents, guns, 
cancer, … and how that really shook him to his Mr. Policeman core… and when the 
reporter interrupted and said “…and from abuse…” Mr. Policeman nodded as if ‘yes, 
abuse is also a problem…’ So, children who die from sickness, car accidents, 
accidental poisonings, are what is driving the numbers up. That makes it sound like 
children being forced to live with snakes is not such a big deal and really, (shrug) 
what can we do?  

He would not say that the reports should have been taken seriously, but he did get 
right into Police Propaganda Mode when he advised the public “ … If you see 
something, say something.” 

Apparently, for 18 months, people who had been seeing something had been saying 
something, but, as the reporter notes in his last line, “It doesn’t do any good if the 
agency you’re reporting to does nothing”.  
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He also would not say that ICWA, which complicated all of this by adding the layer of 
Tribal Courts, despite the fact that this particular little Indian Boy was living off rez, in 
town. Tribal Courts can, especially now that the BIA re-wrote the laws (bypassing 
Congressional law making) that allows Tribal Courts to intervene in any child 
custody/protection case, regardless of where that child is living and regardless of 
whether they can prove or not prove, that child is an enrolled member of their tribe.  

Politics, Profit, Policies, Procedures & Poppycock 

Remember: The Tribes get money for every child they claim as theirs. They are 
never held accountable, not financially and not criminally, for any child that dies due 
to their neglect of that child. 

Casey Family Programs and ChildNet should be held accountable for their part in all 
this.  They act as middlemen between the millions of dollars that go into every 
agency from the Federal and State Governments, and they set the policies with the 
stated goal of cutting the number of children in Foster care by 50% by 2020.  

Think about that.  Instead of those funds going to improve Foster Care, adequately 
fund and train Foster Parents, meet the financial, medical, educational needs of the 
children in Foster Care, and instead of creating more safe, qualified homes for the 
ever increasing numbers of children in need of refuge and safe homes; they are 
determined to destroy the only part of the system that can care for children in these 
horrible situations.  

None of those middlemen agencies, all of which have absolute say over whether or 
not a State Agency is in ‘compliance’ with their policies and procedures, is ever held 
accountable for the failures, or the deaths. In fact, they never keep records on how 
many children are murdered as the result of their policies and procedures.  

Every year, they get more and more money. Every year they get more and more 
political clout, with their employees moving into key positions with the very 
government agencies (ACF, Children’s Bureau, BIA) that are supposed to also be 
protecting children.  ACF employees go to Casey Family or Child Net, and Casey 
Family employees go to the BIA, ACF, Children’s Bureau or DHS, or DCF…  

They never have to answer for a single dead child, much less the hundreds that die 
in Florida and more in other States, every year.  

Watching Mr. Policeman blame everyone except the agencies and the policies was 
a lot like watching the guy who could not say “climate” or ‘change” in the same 
sentence, despite the entire panel laughing out loud, to his face.  

Mr. Chief of Police knows where his bread is buttered. He knows where there’s more 
bread and butter, and it certainly isn’t in speaking out against the obviously flawed 
practices instituted by politically powerful lobby groups, and the ignorant heads of 
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agencies that go along to get along, while children are dangled over snake pits, for 
profit.  

Yes, the outrage when a child is killed!  

But where is the outrage over nothing being learned? Nothing being changed? And 
where is the outrage over the exact same ‘mistakes’ happening hundreds of times a 
year in just one State, and we know it is happening exactly the same way in at least 
30 other States, including North Dakota, where Casey Family Programs has been 
tied into government, Tribal governments, for over a decade.  The rising body count 
would be a problem… if they kept track.  

Remember: Harvard professors did a study of those flawed programs and 
concluded they were the cause of children dying while in the system, despite those 
letters signed by snakes which are supposed to absolve the system of any wrong-
doing.  The study was on the Minnesota Model. The Minnesota Model is identical to 
the Florida Model, North Dakota Model… all the states where CFP and ChildNet 
have their greedy little hooks into the taxpayers wallets, but are never ‘on the hook’ 
for any damage they do.  

It’s a scam. It’s been in place since Reagan Administration and it’s growing to every 
State and they are now also in Canada, wreaking havoc on an already damaged 
system that needed the funds they are taking away, to improve the Foster System 
and Safety Nets for children.  

Until we hold those who make these horrible policy & procedures accountable, we 
will continue to lose good social workers who are unable to continue battling to have 
their reports taken seriously without ‘editing’ by politically appointed upper 
management to make it ‘comply’ with CFP or ChildNet  flawed theory.  

Until we hold those in positions of authority accountable for misreporting the process 
that led to the children being forced to live with snakes (talking to you, Mr. Chief of 
Police in Hollywood, Florida), we can only guess that they are lying and guess why 
they are lying and misleading us when it is supposed to be imperative that we 
KNOW WHY these children are dying, not just that there is another dead child.  

People are speaking out. People are ‘seeing something and saying something’, and 
they are being mercilessly hounded, harassed and marginalized. Mr. Chief of Police 
needs to lecture someone else, not the public, not the teachers, not the nurses, 
doctors and social workers, not the neighbors and not the relatives who did all they 
could, and he failed them and that boy died. Like hundreds before him, it didn’t have 
to happen.  

Look around you. Today we are living with the rising crime rates, rising violence, 
rising addictions, alcoholism, suicides and rapes that can be directly tracked back to 
policies and practices that failed those perpetrators when they were just babies 
themselves, enduring unspeakable violence their whole lives.  
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You want better quality citizens? You want more productive citizens? Build them. 
Build them by protecting the children TODAY. 

And when someone tells you “It’s complex”… tell them to make it real simple: 
Children must be protected, sheltered, cared for and cannot be allowed to be treated 
as poker chips for middlemen who gamble with their safety, well-being and future.  

What’s happening on the rez, clearly is damaging to the children who have to grow 
up there. The same thing is happening in all our cities, across the country, and the 
same people are responsible for it all. Until they are dethroned, the system will not 
protect children, and saying something when you see something will just make your 
life a living hell.  

And when that child you tried to save by saying something is horribly murdered, 
expect Mr. Chief of Policeman, or his equal, to stare dead into the camera and say: 
“It’s up to us to protect the children in our community. If you see something, say 
something.” He will blame you, along with the snakes, because you failed.  He will 
never admit he failed or how the system is designed to fail.  That’s not his job. His 
job is to protect the system that butters his bread.  

So, Who’s protecting the Children? Apparently, just snakes. Some in the homes they 
are forced to live in, and the biggest ones, in the agencies that are supposed to 
protect them.  

There is no legitimate study that proves CFP or ChildNet theories work. There are 
some very in-depth, prestigious studies that show it is designed to fail the children.  

It’s time we demanded that the Snakes be removed from their positions of authority, 
if we want to protect the children from other snakes. Hold those who refuse to 
remove the children from snakes accountable. Hold those who refuse to remove 
Snakes from the agencies, accountable.  

Find a way.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 

 


